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The author makes accessible to the general reader as well as to the practitioners of Indian Music, valuable
musical data of fundamental importance not only for the study of Indian achievements in the sphere of Music-
but also for the future development of one of the greatest contributions made by India to the culture of the
world. Music occupies the foremost position in the development of National Culture. Greater knowledge of the
past history and of the lines of development of Indian Music, is therefore, necessary not only on the part of the
expert exponent- but also on the part of the expert listener, the future connoisseur and patron of Indian Music.
This exhaustive survey of the development of Indian Melodies from the Vedic Period to the time of Rabindra
Nath Tagore-brings under focus fundamental data bearing on the theory of the Art and the stages of its
development. The chapter on the History of Ragas, a large mass of materials hitherto imbedded in obscure and
unpublished MSS. have been dug up and set forth in a historical sequence-revealing a fascinating story of the
growth and development of the Melodies. The peculiar theories governing the principles of Indian Music are set
forth with remarkable ingenuity and scholarship from the hitherto unexplored sources. Apart from the data
essential for the correct understanding of Indian Music Theories, the researches embodied in this volume have
revealed surprising materials for the study of the mythology and iconography of Indian Music and connecting
links which intimately bind together...
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